
9th Grade English Summer Reading Assignment - Northern High School 
Please read one of the listed below and complete the following assignments in preparation for your 9th grade year. The assignments will be collected on the first Friday of 
school, September 2, and further discussion of the novel will take place during the first 2-3 weeks of school. Copies of the novel are available through the school's library 
and most bookstores. You may also choose to download a copy on an e-reader. Reading notes are encouraged. If using a school copy of the novel, post-it notes would 
be appropriate, and if using a personal copy of the novel, highlighting and annotation in the margins are recommended. 
 

 

Slam  

     by Walter Dean Myers 

Seventeen-year-old Greg "Slam" Harris can do it all on the basketball court. He's seen ballplayers come and go, and he knows 

he could be one of the lucky ones. Maybe he'll make it to the top. Or maybe he'll stumble along the way. Slam's grades aren't 

that hot. And when his teachers jam his troubles in his face, he blows up.  Slam never doubted himself on the court until he 

found himself going one-on-one with his own future, and he didn't have the ball.  Goodreads.com (sports, fiction) 

 

Pop  

     by Gordon Korman 

When Marcus moves to a new town in the dead of summer, he doesn't know a soul. While practicing football for impending 

tryouts, he strikes up an unlikely friendship with an older man. Charlie is a charismatic prankster—and the best football player 

Marcus has ever seen. He can't believe his good luck when he finds out that Charlie is actually Charlie Popovich, or "the King 

of Pop," as he had been nicknamed during his career as an NFL linebacker. But that's not all. There is a secret about Charlie 

that his own family is desperate to hide.  When Marcus begins school, he meets the starting quarterback on the team: Troy 

Popovich. Right from the beginning, Marcus and Troy disagree—about football, about Troy's ex-girlfriend, Alyssa, but most 

of all, about what's good for Charlie. Marcus is betting that he knows what's best for the King of Pop. And he is willing to risk 

everything to help his friend.  Amazon.com (sports, fiction) 

 

Shift  
     by Jennifer Bradbury 

Imagine you and your best friend head out West on a cross-country bike trek. Imagine that you get into a fight—your cheap 

friend won’t kick in any cash—and you stop riding together. Imagine you reach Seattle, go home alone, and start college. 

Imagine you think your former best friend does too. Imagine he didn’t, that he was carrying more than $20,000 in cash the 

whole trip, and that now the FBI is looking for him. Imagine your world shifting....  amazon.com (fiction, friendship) 

 

Bomb: The Race to Build -- 

and Steal -- the World's Most 

Dangerous Weapon  

     by Steve Sheinkin 

In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed next to radioactive material, 

a Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific race that spanned 3 continents. In Great Britain and 

the United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind 

enemy lines to attack German heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden 

away at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and genius that created the 

world's most formidable weapon. This is the story of the atomic bomb. Amazon.com (non-fiction) 

 

Call of the Wild  

     by Jack London 

This novel by Jack London, published in 1903, is often considered to be his masterpiece. London's version of the classic quest 

story uses a dog as the protagonist of the novel. Buck, who is shipped to the Klondike to be trained as a sled dog, eventually 

reverts to his primitive, wolf-like ancestry. He then undertakes an almost mythical journey, abandoning the safety of his 

familiar world to encounter danger, adventure, and fantasy. When he is transformed into the legendary "Ghost Dog" of the 

Klondike, he has become a true hero. -- The Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of Literature (classic, animals) 

 

Twisted  

     by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Tyler Miller, a high school senior, tries to clean up his reputation, succeed in school, and deal with his demanding, explosive 

father and his alcoholic, distant mother. In addition, he tries to win the affection and attraction of the most popular girl at 

school while enduring the torment of her brother. He must tackle the complex issues of integrity, raging hormones, personal 

responsibility, and identity on his own as he struggles to understand what it means to be a man. With gripping scenes and a 

rousing ending, Anderson authentically portrays Tyler's emotional instability as he contemplates darker and darker solutions to 

his situation. tcschools.org (high school, fiction) 

Matched  
     by Ally Condie 

Cassia has always trusted the Society to make the right choices for her: what to read, what to watch, what to believe. So when 

Xander's face appears on-screen at her Matching ceremony, Cassia knows with complete certainty that he is her ideal mate... 

until she sees Ky Markham's face flash for an instant before the screen fades to black. Goodreads.com (fantasy/sci-fi) 



  

A Separate Peace  
     by John Knowles 

Set at a boys’ boarding school in New England during the early years of World War II, A Separate Peace is a harrowing and 

luminous parable of the dark side of adolescence. Gene is a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a handsome, taunting, 

daredevil athlete. What happens between the two friends one summer, like the war itself, banishes the innocence of these boys 

and their world. –amazon.com (classic fiction) 

 

Son of the Mob  
    by Gordon Korman 

Vince Luca is just like any other high school guy. His best friend, Alex, is trying to score vicariously through him; his brother 

is a giant pain; and his father keeps bugging him to get motivated. There is just one thing that really sets him apart from other 

kids- his father happens to be the head of a powerful crime organization. Needless to say, while Vince's family's connections 

can be handy for certain things -- like when teachers are afraid to give him a bad grade -- but they can put a serious crimp in 

his dating life. How is he supposed to explain to a girl what his father does for a living? But when Vince finally meets one who 

seems to be worth the trouble, her family turns out to be the biggest problem of all. Because her father is an FBI agent -- the 

one who wants to put his father away for good.  Goodreads.com (high school, fiction) 

 

American Born Chinese 
     by Gene Luen Yang 

 

     

Jin Wang starts at a new school where he's the only Chinese-American student. When a boy from Taiwan joins his class, Jin 

doesn't want to be associated with an FOB like him. Jin just wants to be an all-American boy, because he's in love with an all-

American girl. Danny is an all-American boy: great at basketball, popular with the girls. But his obnoxious Chinese cousin 

Chin-Kee's annual visit is such a disaster that it ruins Danny's reputation at school, leaving him with no choice but to transfer 

somewhere he can start all over again. The Monkey King has lived for thousands of years and mastered the arts of kung fu and 

the heavenly disciplines. He's ready to join the ranks of the immortal gods in heaven. But there's no place in heaven for a 

monkey. Each of these characters cannot help himself alone, but how can they possibly help each other? They're going to have 

to find a way―if they want fix the disasters their lives have become.  Amazon.com (graphic novel) 

 

An Abundance of Katherines  

     by John Green 

When it comes to relationships, Colin Singleton’s type is girls named Katherine. And when it comes to girls named Katherine, 

Colin is always getting dumped. Nineteen times, to be exact. On a road trip miles from home, this anagram-happy, washed-up 

child prodigy has ten thousand dollars in his pocket, a bloodthirsty feral hog on his trail, and an overweight, Judge Judy–loving 

best friend riding shotgun—but no Katherines. Colin is on a mission to prove The Theorem of Underlying Katherine 

Predictability, which he hopes will predict the future of any relationship, avenge Dumpees everywhere, and finally win him the 

girl. Love, friendship, and a dead Austro-Hungarian archduke add up to surprising and heart-changing conclusions in this 

ingeniously layered comic novel about reinventing oneself. Amazon.com (high school, fiction) 

 

The Five People You Meet in 

Heaven  
     by Mitch Albom 

Eddie is a wounded war veteran, an old man who has lived, in his mind, an uninspired life. His job is fixing rides at a seaside 

amusement park. On his 83rd birthday, a tragic accident kills him as he tries to save a little girl from a falling cart. He awakes 

in the afterlife, where he learns that heaven is not a destination. It's a place where your life is explained to you by five people, 

some of whom you knew, others who may have been strangers. One by one, from childhood to soldier to old age, Eddie's five 

people revisit their connections to him on earth, illuminating the mysteries of his "meaningless" life, and revealing the 

haunting secret behind the eternal question: "Why was I here?" barnesandnoble.com (fiction) 

 

My Beloved World 

     by Sonia Sotomayor 

The first Hispanic and third woman appointed to the United States Supreme Court, Sonia Sotomayor has become an instant 

American icon. Now, with a candor and intimacy never undertaken by a sitting Justice, she recounts her life from a Bronx 

housing project to the federal bench, a journey that offers an inspiring testament to her own extraordinary determination and 

the power of believing in oneself.  Amazon.com (biography) 
 


