AP U.S. History Book Review
General Instructions

· During the course, students will be required to do at least one Book Review. 

· Students must select a book from the list provided OR get approval from either instructor for any other options.

· Students will submit a 3-5 page review on the book that is typed and double spaced.  It should include the following:

· Description of the Historical Setting/Time Frame

· Discussion on the Historical Significance of the book itself.  In other words, WHY IS THIS BOOK SO SIGNIFICANT?  (This should comprise at least half of the report if not three-fourths).  This means that you must incorporate ANALYSIS into your paper.

· Personal position on the book

· We want to give you a chance to begin reading this summer as some students will want to get a jump on things for the fall.  However, THIS REPORT WILL NOT BE DUE UNTIL  October 1st
Outline that can be used to guide the Review of the Book

1. Introduction (Briefly)
a. Why did the author write this book?  What were they trying to show/tell the reader about the historical context of time the book was written about or the time during which the book was written?
b. Quick Synopsis of the book. 
2. Analysis (With Depth)
a. Write about the author’s thesis/argument and how they proved it.  This is the detail of your report.  Don’t just summarize, apply Critical Analysis!

b. Be sure to discuss the evidence the author uses to make their argument.
3. Conclusions about the Book  (With Depth)
a. How does the book fit into the History it discusses?

b. Does it contradict or support the common theories of the era it describes?

c. Does it merely restate history, or does it look more deeply at the topic?
d. Does the book relate to other eras in history? (Synthesis)

4. Evaluate the Style & Format of the Book (Briefly)
a. Discuss the organization/writing style of the book.  Was it clear?  Was it concise?
b. Discuss the use of aids on the book (photographs, charts, tables, etc…).  Were they helpful in building a better understanding of the book?
5. Recommendations & Critiques (Briefly)
a. Would you recommend the book to others?  Why or Why Not?

b. Did the author accomplish their intended purpose?

Format of the Book Review

1. Give a standard bibliographic citation of the book at the top of the page

2. The review should be typed (double-spaced).  

3. The paper needs to be no less than 3 FULL pages and no more than 5 full pages

4. If you quote from the book, simply follow the quote with the page number(s) that you used in parentheses.  Example:  “The Atomic Bomb was the trigger that started the Cold War Era.” (p. 276)
5. If you need or use citations from other sources, use a standard citation style and add a bibliography.

Book List Choices
You may ask permission from either teacher to do a book not located on this list
Books









Authors
Roger Williams and his Contributions to the American Tradition



Perry Miller

Every Day Life in the Massachusetts Bay Colony





G.F. Dow

The Scarlett Letter








Nathaniel Hawthorne

Last of the Mohicans







James Fennimore Cooper

Common Sense








Thomas Paine

The Birth of the Bill of Rights







Robert A. Ruthland

Democracy in America







Alexis De Tocqueville

Letter from an American Farmer






Jean De Crevecoeur

The World of Eli Whitney







A. Nevine

On Civil Disobedience







Henry David Thoreau

The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass





Frederick Douglass

Nat Turner








E. Forner

Uncle Tom’s Cabin








Harriet Beecher Stowe
The Adventure of Tom Sawyer






Mark Twain

Up From Slavery








Booker T. Washington
The Gospel of Wealth







Andrew Carnegie

Principles of Scientific Management






Frederick Taylor
The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-1783




Alfred T. Mahan



The Shame of the Cities







Lincoln Steffens



The Jungle








Upton Sinclair

The Significance of the Frontier in American History




Frederick Jackson Turner


A Century of Dishonor







Helen Hunt Jackson
The Promises of American Life






Herbert Croly



Progress and Poverty







Henry George





A Wealth of Nations







Adam Smith



Looking Backward








Edward Bellamy



Twenty Years at the Hull House






Jane Addams
The Souls of Black Folk







W.E.B. Du Bois

How the Other Half Lives







Jacob Riis



Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee






Dee Brown

Ragged Dick








Horatio Alger

The History of the Standard Oil Company





Ida Tarbell

Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All Its Phases




Ida Wells
The Triangle Fire








Leon Stein

Maggie; Girl of the Streets







Stephen Crane

The World War and American Isolation 1914 – 1917




Ernest May

The Grapes of Wrath







John Steinbeck


The Great Crash








J.K. Galbraith

Native Son








Richard Wright

A Farewell to Arms








Ernest Hemingway

Citizens of London: The Americans who stood with Britain in its Darkest, Finest Hour

Lynne Olsen

The Feminine Mystique







Betty Friedan

The Other America








Michael Harrington


Silent Spring








Rachel Carson





All the President’s Men







Woodward & Bernstein


The Pentagon Papers







Daniel Ellsberg


The Autobiography of Malcolm X






Malcolm X

On the Road








Jack Kerouac

Invisible Man








Ralph Ellison

The Lonely Crowd








David Riesman

An American Dilemma







Gunnar Mydral

Baby and Child Care







Dr. Benjamin Spock

The Help









Kathryn Stockett
The Imperial Presidency







Arthur Schleisinger

Going Home to Glory: A Memory of Life with Dwight Eisenhower



David & Julie Nixon Eisenhower

Unsafe at Any Speed







Ralph Nader

Notorious RBG: The life and times of Ruth Bader Ginsburg



Shanon Khinhzik & Irnin Carmon Extraordinary, Ordinary People: A Memory of Family




Condoleeza Rice

Manias, Panics, and Crashes:  A History of Financial Crises



Charles Kindleberger

