
Northern High School 

AP ENGLISH LITERATURE (1409) 

Summer Reading Assignment 

Due Date:  Tuesday, Sept. 4, 2018 

          Requirement One:   

• Select one novel from the list below (unabridged versions only).  Your 

novel must be purchased (print or e-reader).  A copy of the book will be 

required for classroom use during the first month of school.  (Amazon!) 

• Carefully and thoughtfully read the chosen novel, annotating in the novel 

directly or on post-it notes (see attached annotation guide).  Annotations 

must be made throughout the entire novel. 

• During the first week of school, you will be tested on the novel and 

complete an in-class essay. 

All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren  

Atonement by Ian McEwan    

Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya   

Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan   

Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko    

Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

House of Mirth by Edith Wharton 

Mill on the Floss by George Eliot 

Native Son by Richard Wright 

Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce 

Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison 

The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner 



Novels (summaries adapted from Amazon.com) 

**These novels are complex in nature, and thus, have appeared on the AP English Literature exam in the past.  Mature themes, situations, 

and/or language may be present.  Make an informed choice! 

All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren:  Generally regarded as the finest novel ever written on American 

politics.  It describes the career of Willie Stark, a back-country lawyer whose idealism is tested by his lust for 

power. 

Atonement by Ian McEwan:  A novel of love and war, childhood and class, guilt and forgiveness, it follows a 

crime’s repercussions on an English family through the carnage of World War II and into the close of the 20th 

Century. 

Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya:  Antonio Marez is six years old when Ultima, a healer who uses herbs and 

magic, comes to stay with his family in New Mexico.  Under her wise wing, the boy learns about the strong ties of 

family and culture. 

Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan:  Ruth Young and her widowed mother, LuLing, have always had a tumultuous 

relationship. Now, before LuLing succumbs to forgetfulness, she gives Ruth some of her writings, with reveal a side 

of her mother Ruth has never known. 

Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko:  In one of the most profound works of Native American literature, Tayo, a 

World War II veteran of mixed ancestry, returns to the Laguna Pueblo Reservation.  Shattered by his experiences in 

a Japanese prison camp and further wounded by the rejection of his people, Tayo immerses himself in his Indian as 

he searches for peace. 

Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck:  A devastating portrait of the Joad family, forced to travel west during the 

Dust Bowl migration of the 1930’s.  Out of their trials and hardships, the family collides with the realities of an 

America divided between the Have and Have-Nots. 

House of Mirth by Edith Wharton:  Shining a light on upper class New York society in the early 20th Century and a 

woman’s limited opportunities for advancement, the novel follows Lily Bart, who seeks to secure a husband and a 

place in society.  As she navigates the strict rules of society, Lily finds herself near thirty, her youthful beauty 

fading, and her matrimonial prospects dwindling. 

Mill on the Floss by George Eliot:  In provincial England, when Mr. Tulliver becomes entangled in lawsuits, he sets 

off a chain of events that will profoundly affect the lives of his children, bringing into conflict his passionate 

daughter Maggie and her inflexible but adored brother Tom.  As she grows older, Maggie’s discovery of romantic 

love draws her once more into a struggle to reconcile familial and moral claims with her own desires. 

Native Son by Richard Wright:  An unsparing portrait of the poverty and hopelessness experienced by African 

Americans in 1930’s Chicago, the novel tells the story of Bigger Thomas, a young man who commits a crime in a 

moment of panic.  

Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man by James Joyce:  Closely resembling the author’s own journey of self-

discovery and rebellion against authority, the story chronicles the life of Stephen Dedalus, starting in childhood 

and moving through early adulthood.  The language of the novel changes throughout the book to correspond with 

the artistic development of Dedalus as he ages and matures. 

Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison:  Milkman Dead was born shorty after a neighborhood eccentric hurled himself 

off a rooftop in a vain attempt at flight.  For the rest of his life, Milkman will try to fly.  The reader follows Milkman 

from his Rustbelt city to the place of his family’s origins, and along the way, meets a cast of strivers, seeresses, 

liars, and assassins. 

The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner:  A classic example of Southern Gothic literature, the novel reveals 

the disintegration of the Compson family, especially the story of daughter Caddy, through separate monologues by 

the three brothers. 



   Requirement Two: 

• Using only the website www.poetryfoundation.org, choose three poems 

(at least two stanzas in length and by three different poets) that share a 

common theme(s) with your chosen novel.   

• Thoroughly research each poem, and then annotate and paraphrase every 

stanza. 

• Compose a minimum one-page, multi-paragraph literary analysis about 

the common theme(s) the poem and novel share, employing at least two 

quotes from each the novel and the poem as text support.  Remember, 

themes are not singular words; themes are statements.   

• This assignment must be typed in 12-point font, double-spaced, and 

Times New Roman.  The title of the novel should be in italics and the 

poem’s title in quotation marks. 

********************************************************** 

Please Be AWARE: 

**This entire assignment is due at the beginning of class on the first day 

of school. Bring the book, poems, and all papers to class with you.  

**Your reputation is priceless. Do your own work.  Any plagiarized, 

copied, borrowed, shared, or purchased work will result in zero credit 

and a referral.   

 

Any questions, email Ms. Ekelund at ekelundk@calvertnet.k12.md.us 

 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/
mailto:ekelundk@calvertnet.k12.md.us

